
 

 

 

 

 
Communism: A History of Repression,  

Violence, and Victims 
 

Chapter 7 Assessments and Assignments 

 

Create the Context 
Homework and preparation:  

• Assign students the chapter essay, “Famine as a Weapon,” the chapter story and the 
Primary Source, N. Reva’s letter to Joseph Vissarionovich.   

• Assign students the videos listed below as a primer on Joseph Stalin’s use of man-made 
famine as a weapon. 

o Remembering the Holodomor: The Stalin Era Famine in the Ukraine (2 
minutes), https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P2Rz1T0XfOc. * 

o Holodomor: Stalin's Secret Genocide (16 minutes), 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sr5WkhEiqcY  

Wrap-Up Questions 

• What was the Holodomor?  
• What tools of communism were used in the Holodomor? 
• Who initiated the Holodomor and why?  
• Which groups were affected by collectivization and the Holodomor in the USSR? 
• What were the human costs of the Holodomor? 
• Based on what you have learned so far, how does the Holodomor fit into the larger 

legacy of Stalinism? 



• Why wasn’t the Holodomor widely known about at the time?  

Assessments 

• In-Class Assessment 1: Holodomor Victim Interviews 
Ask students to find a Holodomor victim story and write a short paragraph on the 
person’s experience and a second paragraph of what, as that victim, they would tell 
New York Times reporter Walter Duranty about their life during the famine.  Present 
their story to the class. 

• In-Class Assessment 2: Famine as a Tool of Communism 
Students should choose three selections from the following source: Holodomor 
Reader: A Sourcebook on The Famine of 1932-1933 in Ukraine by Bohdan Klid 
and Alexander J. Motyl (2012). Students should use three selections of their choice 
to explain in a short essay how the tools of communism were used in the 
Holodomor.  
 

• Take-Home Assessment: Contemporary Connections 
Instruct students to find a modern example of a famine and ask them to compare 
and contrast their example with the Holodomor. The key takeaway should be the 
discussion of what decisions and policies did, or did not, play a role in the two 
examples. 

Primary Source Activity Have one-half of the class write a letter addressed to Stalin as 
if they are victims of the Holodomor and the other half write Stalin’s response to such a letter. 
When the writing assignment is completed, share the letters and discuss. 
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i Letter from the collective farmer Mykola Reva to Joseph Stalin about the Famine of 1933 in Ukraine. In 
Rozsekrechena pam’iat'), trans. by Bohdan Klid (2007), 573–75, 576, https://holodomor.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2016/09/5.-Holodomor-survivors-MY.pdf. 


